
PART 3: LOVING THE STRANGER IN YOUR MARRIAGE

INTRODUCTION

God created relationships, so the best place to turn for wisdom in all of our relationships is to God. In the Bible,
our Heavenly Father, who loves us more than we could ever imagine, shares principles and truths that can
transform all of our relationships.

KEY SCRIPTURE

Ephesians 5:25-26 John 8:32
Ephesians 4:15 1 Peter 4:8

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How do you think you’ve changed, for better or worse, in the last 5 years, 1 year, recent months, or even
weeks, in regards to your relationships with other people? What caused these changes?

2. Do you agree or disagree with the cultural idea of soul-mates? Someone who won’t try to change you, but
will help you meet your own life goals… Is that how you see the role of a spouse? Why or why not?

3. Read Ephesians 4:15. Marriage reveals the flaws, shortcomings, and sins within you. Spiritual maturity is
hard work! Are you able to see your own flaws? How can you invite spiritual truth into those areas, with
your spouse’s help? If you’re not married, who can you ask to speak spiritual truth into your life?

4. What would be different in your marriage, if you viewed marriage to be about helping each other grow out
of your sins and flaws into your new-self God is creating? If you’re not married, what would be different
about the way your friendship and/or dating relationships are formed if you had this concept in mind?

5. Read 1 Peter 4:9. Pastor Will talked about the power of Grace and how it makes the two most important
skills in marriage possible. Forgiveness and Repentance. Grace brings truth and love together. Truth
without love leads to constant fighting. Love without truth avoids the underlying problems. Which of these
do you tend to default towards? What step can you take to extend grace to your spouse (as Jesus offers
grace to you) and to love them well while speaking truth?

6. Both speaking and receiving truth can be really challenging. How can we encourage and help each other
to speak truth in love and to receive truth with grace? What will you apply to your relationship this week?

MOVING FORWARD

Application Prayer: Jesus, help us practice your truth and love together with grace in all our relationships, and
especially in our marriages. So that we grow up in every way to be like you!


