
 
PART 2: THE SHEPHERDS’ RESPONSE 

 
INTRODUCTION 
In order to make the most of this Christmas season we need to understand that the secret of 
Christmas is all in our response.  
 
BIBLE VERSES 
Luke 2:8-20 
Psalm 119:130 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Describe a time when you heard somebody, but weren’t really listening. 
  

2. Who are the people you are most likely to listen to when it comes to important things like 
financial matters or legal matters? Who are you most likely to listen to when it comes to spiritual 
things? Why? What would keep you from listening to somebody else, even if they were 
presenting God’s truth? 
 

3. Pastor Will taught that when we hear or read God’s Word we should take the time to ponder it 
(to put it in context or to think it through) like Mary pondered the words of the shepherds. What 
are some specific and practical things you can do to ponder God’s Word? 
 

4. Read Luke 2:14. The word “peace” in this verse means “the end of warfare.” We have an 
instinctive desire inside us that says the only way we will ever be happy is if we are totally in 
charge of our lives. Describe a time or an area of your life where you’ve believed this desire? 
  

5. Pastor Will taught that hostility with God leads to hostilities with others. Hostility with God starts 
with our attempts to control God and not to trust him. How have you tried to control God? Where 
is warfare still happening between you and God? 

 
MOVING FORWARD 
Prayer of surrender: “Lord, I recognize my attempt to run my life apart from you is hostility or warfare 
against you. Even the good I’ve done, I did to be my own savior, and to get what I want from you. I 
must be saved by your sheer grace because even the right things I do are for the wrong reasons. I 
must totally rely on your saving work on my behalf to finally have peace with you.” 


